
 

 

CASC Ontario Central Northwest Communiqué 
 

Fall 2017 

Hi to everyone in the Ontario Central Northwest Region!   This is my last message as Chair, and 
I’m looking forward to participating in our regional AGM, scheduled for Nov. 8, 2017 at NYGH. 

The regional AGM offers a great opportunity for members to network, whether in person, or 
through OTN.  And we’ll also benefit from two wonderful professional development 
opportunities that day, highlighted on the registration flyer (see pp 2 and 3.) 

They say that change is the only constant, and indeed, there is a big sea change coming in terms 
of the number of people who are completing their terms on the OCN Executive.  I would like to 
thank the whole Executive for their contribution to our Region’s members and I’ll say more at 
the AGM with respect to the outgoing officers. 

I’d like to point out that we have FIVE positions open for nominees (and one position with a 
nominee already).  I want to highlight especially:  Secretary, Treasurer, Regional Admitting 
Chair, and Communication/PR Chair.  

Can you see yourself in one of these roles?  Can you think of someone who’d be perfect for a 
particular role? We’ve included an overview of all the roles and responsibilities (see pp 4 and 5), 
and we have a commitment from outgoing Chairs to offer mentoring support to those who’d like 
to step into a role. On the AGM registration flyer, you’ll find a place to indicate your interest, as 
well as secure the support of two nominators.  

There are a lot of exciting things going on in our province and region – especially the nation-
wide CASC conference in Huntsville next spring.  Grab your calendar and mark the dates!  As 
always, send news, updates and suggestions to any of our Executive.  

Lisa Laitinen-Egbuchulam 

In this Communiqué… 
• Message from the Chair 
• Nov 8th AGM & Professional 

Development Day 
• How You Can Help -- 

Join a CASC Executive team 
• October 4 CASC ON Council 

networking day 
• More Education Opportunities 
• 2018 CASC/ACSS Conference  

+ Message from the Chair 
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CASC/ACSS  

ONTARIO CENTRAL NORTHWEST REGION 

 Annual General Meeting 

Professional  

Development Day 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Please Register by Nov. 1, 2017 

Presentations: 

Optimally responding to our Patients:  How 

do we do what we do as Spiritual Care 

Practitioner and Psycho-Spiritual Therapists? 
 with Linda Kuschnik, UHN 
 

Assessing Transcendental Experiences vs. 
Mental Illness  

 with Shawn Lucas, CAMH 

 

North York General 
Hospital, Toronto 

4001 Leslie St. (at Hwy 401) 

9:00 am 

$50 Specialist & Associate 

members 

Breakfast, lunch and snacks provided. 
Details and registration on next page. 

Networking breakfast 

& registration 

10:15-11:15 

am 

1st Presentation 

$35 Students & Emeritus 

members 

4:00 pm Adjourn 

2:40-3:40 

am 

2nd Presentation 
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AGM REGISTRATION FORM  

OCN NOMINATION FORM 2017-19 

Please ensure you have the consent of the person involved, and 
the form is signed by all three people (you, seconder, nominee). 
Please send the nomination form to ghaber@baycrest.org. 

I hereby nominate:  _________________________________  

For the position of: __________________________________  

Nominator: ________________________________________  

Signature: _________________________________________  

Seconder: __________________________________________  

Signature: _________________________________________  
 
I accept the nomination. 
Nominee: __________________________________________  

 

Signature: _________________________________________  

PRESENTATION DETAILS 

Optimally responding to our Patients:  
How do we do what we do as Spiritual Care 
Practitioner and Psycho-Spiritual Therapists? 

Does this question sound familiar? How do we answer this 
question for ourselves, let alone patients, RNs, OT, PT, SW, 
MDs, the CRPO and the general public? We will begin 
answering this question through the lens of Self Psychology 
theory and neurobiology-informed trauma theory. We will 
begin to examine how what we offer as Spiritual Care Prac-
titioners and Psycho-Spiritual Therapists fits with those 
theories in what we can call a “spiritual integrated modality” 
of therapy.  Be prepared to talk in small groups about a case 
from your practice.  

Rev. Linda Kuschnik, , M.Div, RP, is the Spiritual Care 

Provider for the Multi Organ Transplant inpatient program 

at Toronto General Hospital and a Teaching Supervisor at 

UHN. Linda is in the 5th year of Psychodynamic 

Psychotherapy training at the Center for Training in 

Psychotherapy, and is a United Church of Canada minister. 

 
Assessing Transcendental Experiences  
vs. Mental Illness 

This presentation will provide a short overview of the 
psychiatric community’s perception of religion over the past 
century and the various changes that have occurred within the 
profession as a result.  Specifically, this presentation will look 
at the subject of understanding what is a ‘transcendent’ 
experience and what is ‘psychosis’ and suggests that there is a 
way to discern the difference between the two.  The presenta-
tion suggests the use of a Transcendent Assessment Tool 
which may be of benefit to clients who have experienced either 
a transcendent experience, a psychosis with religious or spiri-
tual themes and or clients who may have experienced both. 

Rev. Shawn Lucas, M.Div, RP, is the Manager, Spiritual 

Care Services at the Centre for Addiction and Mental 

Health and a teaching supervisor at CAMH. 

CASC/ACSS ONTARIO CENTRAL NORTHWEST REGION AGM November 8, 2017 

RSVP to Kelly Collins itskellycollins@gmail.com by Nov 1/17. 

Name: _____________________________________________  

Phone (mobile):  ____________________________________  

Phone (work):  _____________________________________  

Employer:  _________________________________________  

Food allergies or special requirements (e.g. vegetarian, 

vegan, kosher, halal)  ________________________________  

CASC MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY, and amount owing: 

 

q $35 for Student (1st or 2nd basic only) or Emeritus 

q $50 for Associate, Certified Spiritual Care Practitioner, 

or Psycho-Spiritual Therapist. 

q $35 if connecting to event via OTN 

PAYMENT  -- NO credit card option available.  

 

q I will bring cash or cheque on the day of the event.   

If paying by cheque, please make payable to “CASC 

Ontario Central and Northwest Region.” Please submit 

cash or cheque on the day of the event with this form.   

q My organization/institution is paying. 

Contact person: _____________________________________  

Phone # / ext:  ______________________________________  

In case of financial hardship, please contact  
Geoff Haber at ghaber@baycrest.org 
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CASC Executive:  How You Can Help! 

Ontario Central Northwest Region (OCN)  
Executive Vacancies:  2017-19 

• Secretary 
• Treasurer 
• PR / Communications 
• Regional Professional Practice Chair  

(Candidate nominated)  
• Regional Admitting Chair  
• Member-at-Large PCE 

 

CASC ON Council   
Vacancies:  2017-19 

• Member at Large (PCE) 
• Member at Large (CPE) 

Interested in CASC ON Council?  
Contact Peggy Moore at peggy.moore@rogers.com 

 

KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY VIBRANT AND ENGAGED 

Have you enjoyed attending our professional development or networking events?  Are you looking for 
opportunities to develop your leadership experience, or to learn about how spiritual care is practiced in other 
organizations or environments?  Then you may benefit from volunteering with the CASC OCN Executive or  
the CASC ON Council.   

CASC Ontario Central Northwest (CASC OCN) is our regional executive, representing the Central and 
Northwest parts of Ontario – including Toronto, Thunder Bay, and sites between.   Our OCN executive is 
focused on keeping us connected, and helping us grow professionally.  We organize an annual AGM and 
Networking / Professional Development day (this year, Nov 8.  In addition, we organize a number of 
professional education and socializing events [for example, Ethics Education modules]. The OCN executive 
meets 5 times a year by teleconference and once at an in-person gathering. 

CASC Ontario Council (CASC ON Council) is our provincial organization.  The CASC ON Council works 
diligently for CASC members in Ontario to keep everyone informed about what is happening at the 
government level as it affects the discipline of spiritual care in Ontario (the only Canadian region that has a 
College of Registered Psychotherapists).  The CASC ON Council consists of an equal number of members 
from each of the 3 Ontario regions (OSW, OCN, ONE), and the PPC Representative of each Regional Executive 
sits on the CASC ON Council so that the flow of information for this province-wide agenda can be used by 
each region as they see fit.  The CASC ON Council also has a representative from the Faculty of CASC 
Educators of Ontario.  The CASC ON Council meets 4 times per year by teleconference, and organizes a fall 
networking day each year (this year, Oct 4) to bring members together. 

We need you!  With all the changes ongoing in our profession, and the upcoming national conference in 
Huntsville, please join us as we keep our community informed and engaged.  Both CASC OCN Executive and 
CASC ON Council have vacancies.  Please see the next pages for more detailed descriptions of the roles and 
vacancies. 
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CASC Executive:  more details 

Interested in joining the CASC OCN Executive? 
Contact Geoff Haber at ghaber@baycrest.org 

CASC Ontario Central Northwest (OCN) 
Executive Committee Officers  
Roles & Responsibilities 

Most officers are elected for 2-year terms with the 
option to renew for an additional 2 years. Nominees 
require the endorsement of two CASC members to be 
eligible for election at the Annual General Meeting 
(AGM). Nominations are received before or at the 
November AGM.  

Chairperson: Acts as Chief Executive Officer of the 
Region, presiding over all meetings of the Executive 
Committee and the AGM.  [Serves for two years, and 
for an additional year in the role of Past Chair. Vice-
Chair moving into Chair role at upcoming 2017 
AGM.] 

Vice-Chairperson: (vacant 2018-2019) Back-up 
Chairperson; chairs the Nomination Committee with 
2 other members and presents members for election 
at the AGM.  [Elected for a one-year term before assuming 
position of Chair for two years.] 

Secretary (vacant 2017-19):  Records minutes and 
keeps records of all meetings of the Executive 
Committee and of the Region.  

Treasurer (vacant 2017-19):  Receives all monies and 
keeps an account of all funds. Signatory for 
expenditures (with Chair and Secretary).  Prepares 
budget for approval by membership at AGM, and 
arranges for accountant review every two years. 

 

NW Representative:  (vacant 2018-2020) Represents 
issues and concerns of members from Northwestern 
Ontario. 

Member-at-Large CPE (vacant 2018-2020) and PCE 
(vacant 2017-2019):  Represent the issues and concerns 
of all members of the region from their stream. 

PR and Communications Officer (vacant 2017-19):  
Publishes 3 Newsletters annually, distributed 
electronically. 

Regional Professional Practice Chairperson: (vacant 
2019-2021) Chairs regional Professional Practice 
Committee; oversees Peer Reviews for Teaching 
Supervisors and Specialists; represents the OCN 
Region at the National Professional Practice 
Commission; promotes professional development.  

Regional Admitting Chairperson: (vacant 2017-2019) 
Chairs regional Admissions Committee; arranges the 
consultation process for advanced-training and 
Provisional Teaching Supervisor candidates; 
represents OCN at the National Education Standards 
Commission.  

Regional Ethics Chairperson: (vacant 2018-2020) 
Chairs regional Ethics Committee; ensures available 
Ethics Training (required for Peer Review); represents 
OCN at National Ethics Committee; receives ethics 
complaints lodged against region members. 
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Ontario-Wide Professional Development Day 
CASC ON Council’s 3rd Annual Networking Day 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 from 9am to 3pm. 
Hamilton Health Sciences (Juravinski site) 

 Building Bridges:  The Relationship Between Spiritual Helping 
Professionals and the CRPO 

Online and at local sites throughout Ontario  

The focus of the CASC ON Council Fall Networking Day will be on the role of the CRPO beyond the 
Controlled Act of Psychotherapy, CASC members’ growing identity as psycho-spiritual therapists and 
spiritual care practitioners, and our competence/assessment/ethical practice as this intersects with CRPO.   

Please come prepared for discussion in break-out sessions, to ask questions, seek clarification and grapple 
with our changing reality.  The importance of remaining informed in today’s multifaceted landscape as it 
relates to the discipline of spiritual care cannot be overstated!  

There is also an opportunity for Ontario members of CASC to come together for networking, education and 
updates about spiritual care as it relates to government issues in Ontario.  Enjoy lunch together with others in 
your geographic area by joining other CASC members at your nearest hospital.  

Keynote Speakers: 

Angela Schmidt Director of Experiential Learning and Innovation, 
Assistant Professor of Leadership, Knox College, U of T 

 
Pamela McCarroll Associate Professor of Practical Theology, Emmanuel Collegeof Victoria 

University in the University of Toronto 

Other topics for the day include 

• CASC ON Council update, motions and voting.  
 
• Faculty of CASC ON Educators of Ontario 

update. 
 
• Ontario Government and Spiritual Care 

(MOHLTC, CRPO, OAMHP) update. 

How to participate 

This is CASC ON Council’s 3rd annual Networking 
Day, when members across Ontario are invited to 
network together “virtually”.  You’re welcome to 
join from your individual desk, or in-person with 
colleagues at a local site.   

For complete instructions on how to sign up see the 
next page. 

Lunch provided by CASC ON Council 
Certificate of participation available for 6 professional development hours! 

Thanks to Hamilton Health Sciences for acting as host site 
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Ontario-Wide Professional Development Day 
CASC ON Council’s 3rd Annual Networking Day 

 (p2) 
HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NETWORKING DAY 

Before the event… 

Each site should assign a contact person or 
coordinator to ensure a smooth process! 

If you are the local site coordinator: 

• Pre-register with Dave Jones with the name of 
your site and approximate number attending. 
djones@hhsc.ca or cyriljones@cogeco.ca 

• Book the date ASAP with your site’s OTN 
coordinator or AV department!  The OTN 
coordinator can register your site for the event 
by following this link (which includes the 
OTN number for the specific event): 
https://schedule.otn.ca/tsm/portal/nonclinical/
details.do?request.requestld=65430260 

• Please arrange for lunch for CASC ON 
members who are planning to attend. Send 
your lunch receipt to James Graham at 
grahamj3@kari.net.ca 

If you’ll be attending at your local site: 

• Connect with your local site coordinator to tell 
them you’d like to attend.  If you don’t know 
who your local contact person is, please ask 
your manager.  

If you’ll be attending alone from your computer: 

• Pre-register with Dave Jones, and indicate 
you’ll be attending alone.  Tell him whether 
you’ll be joining by webcast, or by dialing into 
the phone line (see instructions at right). 

On the day of the event… 

If you are the local site coordinator: 

• Collect the names and email addresses of those 
in attendance and send to Dave Jones.  He will 
email the certificates of participation for 6 
professional development hours. 
djones@hhsc.ca or cyriljones@cogeco.ca 

• Send lunch receipts to James Graham at 
grahamj3@kari.net.ca 

If you’re attending alone from your computer: 

• Find the event on your personal computer at 
http://webcast.otn.ca/mywebcast?id=65430260 

• You can go beforehand and test to see if your 
computer will be compatible by trying to view 
any other live public event. 

• To call in by phone (no web connection), the 
audio line is 1-905-415-6677.  (Note there is a 
maximum of 10 callers for the audio line.) 

• Send your lunch receipt to James Graham at 
grahamj3@kari.net.ca 

jgjgjgs 

Dave Jones contacts:   
djones@hhsc.ca or cyriljones@cogeco.ca 

Technical difficulties on the event date? 
Phone OTN at 1-866-454-6861 
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Last Stages of Life  
CASC input to the Law Commission of Ontario 
 (p2) 

The Law Commission of Ontario, Ontario’s 
leading law reform agency has started a new 
project looking at improving the last stages of 
life and how the law shapes the rights, choices 
and quality of life for persons who are dying 
and those who support them. They are focusing 
on equitable care for all, Ontario’s law and 
programs, end of life challenges and resolving 
disputes. CASC believes that we have a critical 
voice in this discussion as we not only support 
patients and families at end of life, but staff as 
well.  

Members of our Association have been able to 
participate in a round table discussion with this 
commission, advocating for the unique and 
valuable role we have for individuals and 
families at end of life.  The CASC Ontario 
Council is also putting together a statement for 
the Law Commission of Ontario as this is a 
unique opportunity to educate and advocate for 
our profession. For more information on this 
project, please go to http://www.lco-
cdo.org/laststates. If you would like to follow 
up with commission directly, please contact 
then at lawcommission@lco-cdo.org 
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Other Training and Events  

SAFE TRAUMA THERAPY:  2-day workshop 
Sat & Sun, Sept 30 + Oct 1, 9am - 4pm. 
Native Canadian Centre of Toronto (NCCT):  16 Spadina Road, Toronto M5R 2S7 

This 2-day workshop aims for an informal, interactive group process, with brief lectures, experiential 
exercises, and practical demonstrations.  It will present guidance in delivering safe trauma therapy work 
underpinned by Adlerian principles and practices. 

Fees Adler students can take for one credit elective ($600); 
Non-credit student rate $199+HST (Student ID card required at the entrance);  
Regular attendee $299+HST 

 
Registration https://adlercontinuinged.lmscheckout.com/ 
 
Please email psychotherapy@adler.ca for any further questions regarding the workshop. 
 

  

 
ETHICS  

EDUCATION MODULE 
 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 
8:30am – 4:00pm 

 
At UHN - Toronto General Hospital 

 
Registration:  Klara Siber-Simic; 

klara.siber-simic@uhn.ca 
 
 

The clinical importance of curiosity 
in the therapeutic dyad  
Engaging the other through radical openness 

 

Presenter: Anton H. Hart, PhD, FABP 

Discussant: Claire Lunney MD, CCFP 

Saturday, November 11, 2017  
9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Cost: $100 

Open to all by registration.  
Preregistration is required. 

More info:  
https://torontopsychoanalysis.com/scientific-
program/47th-atppp-scientific-session/ 
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2018 CASC/ACSS National Conference Update 

 Our Keynote Speakers 
 

Dr. Allan Peterkin 
Director, Arts and Humanities Program 

University of Toronto 
 

Dr. Luis Fornazzari 
Behavioural Neurologist 

University of Toronto 
 
 

Our Workshops 
Led by Faculty from the University of Toronto, 
workshops will include music, poetry, dance, 

theatre, film -- and so much more! 

Meals and Entertainment 
President’s Reception Dinner included! 
Entertainment and a variety of activities 

Self-Care Saturday 

Our Venue 
Deerhurst Inn Muskoka  

Rooms: $129/night (+6% resort fee)  
Options for 1,2,3, & 4-bedroom condos. 

 

 

Sponsorship opportunities! 
Volunteers needed! 

 
Follow us on Facebook and see our  

conference page at www.spiritualcare.ca 
for exciting pre-conference options, 

entertainment, the Fun Run – and so much more! 
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2017 CASC OCN Executive 
Chair Term ending 2017 
Lisa Laitinen-Egbuchulam  laitinel@tbh.net 
 
Vice Chair  Position Open 2018-2019 
Geoff Haber  ghaber@baycrest.org 
  
Secretary  Position Open 2017-2019 
Vacant ocnsecretary@gmail.com 
  
Treasurer  Position Open 2017-2019 
Grygoriy Chorniy  grygoriy_c@yahoo.ca 
 
Regional Admitting Chair OCN  Position Open 2017-19 
Danielle Slump danielle.slump.rac@gmail.com 
 
Regional Chair Ethics OCN Position Open 2018-2020 
Klara Siber-Simic  klara.siber@alumni.utoronto.ca 
 
Interim Professional Practice Chair OCN 
 Candidate nominated 2017-2019 
Nazila Isgandarova  azerwomensc@yahoo.ca 
 
Communications / PR Chair Position Open 2017-2019 
Alexandra Horsky alexandra.horsky@yahoo.com 
 
Member at Large PCE  Position Open 2017-2019 
Jalal Mortazavi j_mortazavi@yahoo.com 
 
Member at Large CPE Toronto Position Open 2018-2020 
Wes Roberts  wes.roberts@sunnybrook.ca 
 
Member at Large (NW)  Position Open 2018-2020 
James Pedwell  jimpedwell@gmail.com 
 
CASC Ontario Council OCN Representatives 
Peggy Moore Chair, until November 8, 2017  
Nazila Isgandarova  Regional PPC Representative 
Kathy Edmison CASCON Treasurer 
Daina Colbourne  Secretary and Member at Large (PCE) 
 Member at Large position (PCE) open 2017-2019 
Karen Fox  Member at Large (CPE) 
 Member at Large position (CPE) open 2017-2019 
Kerry McLaughlin Member at Large (NW) 

Positions Available on CASC OCN 
Executive! 

Membership on the Executive is a good way to 
learn about CASC, meet other CASC members, 
and to help build our profession.  The Executive 
meets every two months by teleconference 
between September and June. Vacant positions 
will be filled at the OCN AGM on November 8, 
2017 by nomination (and if necessary election).  
If you would like any further information, or to 
nominate someone, please contact Vice-Chair 
Geoffrey Haber at ghaber@baycrest.org. 


